
By: Melissa Price 

This school year 

started off very different than 

previous years, as students 

received school laptops. 

Many joined their parents at 

the informational meetings, 

paid for insurance, bought 

computer cases, and pre-

pared for classes to become 

dependent on technology. 

Now, after being in school 

with the new laptops for al-

most two months, students 

have developed their own 

opinions about them and 

their use.  

 There are many stu-

dents who do enjoy using the 

laptops. Some agree with 

administration that technolo-

gy is the future, and that us-

ing computers in high school 

will help them be better pre-

pared for college. Many be-

lieve that it was important to 

give students without com-

puter access at home a means 

to complete the ever increas-

ing amount of school work 

that is required to be done 

online. However, after speak-

ing with boys and girls from 

all classes, it’s clear that most 

students have issues with the 

idea. It seemed their issues 

could be filed into two cate-

gories: educational purpose 

and personal convenience.    

 A number of stu-

dents said that they believed 

the computers have just 

made their school life more 

difficult. While some say they 

enjoy typing their work, oth-

ers say that they prefer to 

handwrite their notes, and 

that they end up printing out 

the documents their teachers 

put on Schoology anyway. 

They feel as if the computers 

hinder their understanding of 

the information. Many would 

appreciate the option to use 

the computers or to hand-

write, depending on the as-

signment and what would 

work better for them. Quite a 

few students say that they 

don’t like to carry them. Com-

plaints of heavier backpacks 

and tangled chargers can be 

heard throughout the halls. 

Some have expressed their 

concern for cyber- security. 

Other students have ex-

pressed that they have their 

own computers at home, and 

would much prefer to use 

their personal computer, as 

they are more comfortable 

with the format. Many stu-

dents see the computers as 

inconvenient.   

 While the opinion of 

the laptops being a personal 

inconvenience is one shared 

by many, the idea that they 

aren’t fulfilling their purpose 

as an educational tool is even 

more widespread. Many stu-

dents expressed concern for 

the cost of the laptops and 

the school’s budget. Some 

said that they believed that 

the laptops should be availa-

ble to students who don’t 

have computer access at 

home, but that giving a laptop 

to the students who have 

already purchased their own 

is a waste of money. Many 

believe that there are more 

pressing issues that the mon-

ey could be used for, such as 

the leaking roof, a more se-

cure entry to the school, or 
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more money to support music and athletic pro-

grams. Other students addressed the fact that 

there are students who constantly misuse the 

technology. Games are downloaded or even 

played online. It’s also been pointed out that 

school computers have blocked multiple game 

sites, but not all of them. This misuse can be 

distracting, but most students who expressed 

misuse as a concern were more worried about 

wasting money. If the computers are being mis-

used, they don’t believe they were worth the 

money spent on them. They worry that the com-

puters aren’t fulfilling their educational purpose. 

 Overall, students have expressed that 

despite the pros of the new school laptops, there 

are many issues. Most agreed that their biggest 

issues were maintaining personal convenience 

and making sure that computers were cost effec-

tive. Even though many still believe it’s a good 

idea, at this particular point in the year, it seems 

like they need to make sure the idea is executed 

properly. As time goes on, and classes and school 

life adjust to the change, new opinions will con-

tinue to form.     

 

        

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The October Playlist 
By: Dominick Abraham  
 
Let The Cougar Pride put you in the spirit of the 
season with this spooky playlist tailored especial-
ly for the holiday of horrors! 
  
-Thriller- Michael Jackson  

-(Don’t Fear) the Reaper- Blue Oyster Cult  

-Feed My Frankenstein- Alice Cooper  

-The Monster- Eminem ft. Rhianna   

-Midnight City- M83  

-Demons- Imagine Dragons  

-Bring Me to Life- Evanescence  

-Ghosts- Michael Jackson  

-Ghostbusters- Ray Parker Jr.   

-Dead Man’s Party- Oingo Boingo  

-Zombie- The Cranberries  

-The Devil went Down to Georgia- The Charlie 

Daniels Band  

-Time Warp- Rocky Horror Picture Show  

-Somebody’s Watching Me- Rockwell  

-Maneater- Daryl Hall and John Oates  

-Monster Mash- Bobby “Boris” Pickett and the 

Crypt Kickers  

 

 

 

 

 

“Even though 

many still believe 

it’s a good idea, 

at this particular 

point in the year, 

it seems they like 

to make sure the 

idea is executed 

properly. ” 

By: Lori Talbott 
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The House With a Clock in 

its Walls 
By Dominick Abraham 

 The House with a Clock in its Walls is a 

film based on the 1973 Gothic Horror Children’s 

novel by the late John Bellairs. Set in the late ‘40s, 

the story revolves around the young orphan Lewis 

Barnavelt, who goes to live with his Uncle Johna-

than in New Zebedee, Michigan. He discovers that 

his Uncle is secretly a warlock, and his view of the 

world around him goes from ordinary to extraordi-

nary.      

 However, this world of magic and sorcery 

does not end its boundaries at good people: Lewis 

comes to learn of Isaac Izzard, a wicked warlock 

who wanted to erase the evils that plague the Earth. 

To do this, he builds a clock with black magic. He 

died before finishing the clock, but hid it within the 

walls of the house that Uncle Johnathan now re-

sides in. Now it is up to Lewis to learn the ways of 

the very magic that his Uncle practices to help him 

find the evil clock…before it is too late.  

      

 Eli Roth, who is known for his work on 

Hemlock Grove, Cabin Fever, Hostel, and Clown, 

directs the film. The film posed a challenge for 

Roth, as he is not used to creating family-oriented, 

fantasy flicks. His works (listed previous) are more 

terrifying and gory than fanciful and charming. 

However, he manages to create a whirlwind of 

whimsy that has just the right tone of creepy so that 

it is not too frightening for younger viewers. 

      

 The casting of Jack Black as Johnathan 

Barnavelt, and Cate Blanchett as Mrs. Zimmerman 

was a genius move on the part of the casting de-

partment, as they both pull off their roles immense-

ly well. Owen Vaccaro, who plays Lewis, so far 

has had an immense amount of bad luck in Holly-

wood. He is known for starring in Daddy’s Home, 

Daddy’s Home 2, and Mother’s Day, in which he 

was cast in minor roles and was unable to live up to 

his true potential. However, in this film, young 

Vaccaro breaks away from the mainstream come-

dies he has been in previously and unleashes his 

true talent.      

  Even though the movie had many 

strengths, it did have a few weaknesses. Halfway 

through the film, the movie began to lose its grip 

on the very whimsy it starts with, and falls victim 

to an overdone plot. However, the film does man-

age to straighten out the plot towards the end. In 

addition, the film had about three too many “potty 

jokes” scattered within it. I mean, sure, it catches 

you off guard the first two times and makes you 

laugh a little, but they just keep on pumping them 

out. I, for one, thought the film would have done 

just fine all the same if they just left them out to 

begin with. Overall, I was pleased with this film. It 

is just what we need to start the season off right. 

The film in itself is a wonderful foretaste of the 

magic of Halloween itself. If you are tired of 

watching the same old classics of the season over 

and over again every year (i.e. Hocus Pocus, The 

Nightmare before Christmas, etc.), The House with 

a Clock in its Walls is a breath of fresh Autumn air. 

And trust me, it’s a real treat, and that’s no trick.  

 

MPAA RATING: PG 
MY RATING: 3.9/5 

By: Haley R 
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Bioinformatics  

By: Rachel VanderVen  

 Here at HF-L, students 

have numerous opportunities 

to explore subjects and activi-

ties that help them to not only 

achieve, but also discover 

greatness within themselves. As 

I become older, my inclination 

to take advantage of what is 

academically available to me 

increases.   

 Because of this, I 

joined the Bioinformatics Club 

during the 2017-18 school year. 

This decision was a little bit 

random since I don’t usually 

gravitate towards the field of 

science. However, one thing 

that I think is great about high 

school is that it's designed to 

help students try new things 

and explore possible career 

interests without risk. By partic-

ipating in this after school activ-

ity once a week, I got some 

valuable insight on a really cool 

field of science.  Bioinfor-

matics, as defined by Google, is 

“the science of collecting and 

analyzing complex biological 

data such as genetic codes”. 

Simply stated, it is the study of 

biological substances such as 

proteins and genes by utilizing 

computer programs that are 

used by scientists all over the 

world. Members of the club 

were given genetic information 

from University of Buffalo and 

tasked with piecing together 

information by using certain 

programs. The research we did 

was college level, and it gave 

everyone a certain level of re-

sponsibility. The supervisor/

leader of the Bioinformatics 

program is Mr. Benedict. He 

does a really good job of ex-

plaining the complicated com-

puter programs in a way that 

allows students to grasp the 

main idea. He was very helpful, 

but also let students problem 

solve and discover some things 

for themselves.   

 Towards the end of 

May, we wrapped up the expe-

rience by traveling to the Uni-

versity of Buffalo to meet with 

the leaders of the program and 

other high school students who 

were doing the same type of 

research. I am really thankful 

for this opportunity to be a part 

of a unique academic communi-

ty. The best thing about it was 

that we were really executing 

the same research that profes-

sionals do every day. There is a 

huge difference between learn-

ing about something from a 

textbook, and actually doing it. 

Marcis Scroger (a fellow mem-

ber of the club) commented on 

the experience, “It was nice to 

see a community of fellow stu-

dents all working together to 

try and contribute to a field 

that could help so many lives all 

over the world.” I think that 

everyone who participated last 

year would agree with him 

when he mentions that it was a 

nice atmosphere to learn in.  He 

also stated that the club gave 

“...great experience for college 

courses, by sitting in on lec-

tures, and presenting our re-

search to others.” Another one 

of my peers who was involved 

in the club, Lindsay Cody, said 

“Participating in the bioinfor-

matics research group was such 

a defining experience that pro-

vided me with both the back-

ground and the connections to 

pursue future endeavors in my 

life.”                    

 I heavily recommend 

any student reading this to 

think about becoming more 

involved in a club or extracur-

ricular that sparks your interest. 

Bioinformatics is unfortunately 

no longer provided at HF-L due 

to the grant that just expired. 

However, our school offers 

many other great clubs that 

could expand horizons for kids, 

and I hope that every student 

takes advantage of that. Hope-

fully Bioinformatics will return 

to our school in the future.  

“Rarely do students in high 

school get to make a contribution 

to real science.  It’s even rarer for 

students to share real data and 

findings outside the school envi-

ronment.  This bioinformatics 

research allows students to catch 

a glimpse of real scientific tools 

used today, both in college and in 

research.  It also allows high 

school students a chance to see 

that science needs all personality 

types: there are times when re-

searcher(s) are independent and 

times when they need to be high-

ly collaborative with the larger 

professional community of scien-

tists.  I hope that students walk 

away from this program realizing 

that science has a place for them 

if they are looking for a career!”   

  -Mr. Benedict 

 

“...our school 

offers many 

other great 

clubs that could 

expand horizons 

for kids, and I 

hope that every 

student takes 

advantage of 

that” 
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Most Embarrassing Moments 
Compiled By: Isabella Shields 

“Probably when I got pulled over, 
and someone took a video of it and 
put it on their snapchat story. That’s 
why we’re not dating anymore.” 

“One of the two times I hit a 
tree while driving.” 

“While walking up an escalator, I 
fell and broke my nose.” 

“When I hugged a family friend’s Dad 

from behind thinking it was my own 

Dad and said “Hi Daddy.”  

“I accidentally recorded myself read-
ing through text messages and sent 
the recording to the person I read 
the text messages from.” 

“When I was in second grade, I was 
sleeping at a family friend’s house 
and I sleep walked into their parents’ 
room. When I woke up I was being 
carried back into the room I was sup-
posed to be sleeping in.” 

“I was going down a water slide at 
Roseland waterpark, and I was wear-
ing this bikini. It came off on the way 
down and some lady thought I was 
her daughter and was videotaping 
me.” 

“I got stuck underneath a mo-
torboat in a pond and no one 
noticed.” 

“At a horse show, my horse got a 
little too fast and I couldn’t make 
the turn so we jumped out of the 
ring.” 

“I accidentally sent my French 
teacher a sound cloud record-
ing of a really inappropriate 
song, instead of the project I 
was supposed to send.” 

“Throwing up in front of my coach-
es at my try out.” 

“My friend made me laugh so 
hard I peed my pants in her 
Mom’s car.” 

“I walked around with spinach in 
my teeth, a pretzel caught in my 
scarf and Nutella on my face for 
hours.” 

“Way back in my day in Lima 
Primary school, I was getting 
breakfast, and I was wearing a 
skirt that was a little bit big, and 
it fell down.” 

“I was running to the bus because I 
was really late, and was running 
for a solid five minutes while eve-
ryone watched. I ended up falling 
straight on my face, and my glass-
es flew off.” 
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Bad Times at the El 

Royale 

By: Nick Baum 

2018 has been 

filled with a plethora of 

films, from blockbusters 

like Avengers: Infinity War, 

Deadpool 2, and Mission: 

Impossible-Fallout, to 

more hidden gems like 

Hereditary, Isle of Dogs, 

and my personal favorite, 

Game Night. As the year 

begins to enter into its final 

stretch, we start to see 

more Oscar-worthy con-

tenders like First Man and 

A Star is Born, and less 

bigger studio productions. 

That is where Bad Times 

at the El Royale comes in, 

it feels woefully out of 

place as it has a huge all-

star cast consisting of Jon 

Hamm, Chris Hemsworth, 

Dakota Johnson, and Jeff 

Bridges, among others. It 

has a relatively decent 

sized budget of 32 million, 

but that’s not including 

marketing and promotion 

for the film, which is virtu-

ally nonexistent, so 32 mil-

lion is roughly a safe bet. 

Even with all those things, 

this film prevails as an ex-

cellent thriller. When sev-

en strangers are all stay-

ing the night at a hotel that 

resides on the border line 

between California and 

Nevada, separate agen-

das and dark pasts weave 

together for one gory 

evening.  

The film excels at 

several things, the first of 

which is the tension. This 

movie hooks you and 

doesn’t give up until the 

end. Using very well cho-

reographed long takes, the 

tension builds and builds, 

making it feel as if almost 

anything could happen at 

any moment. My eyes 

were glued to the screen 

waiting in anticipation for a 

character to make a deci-

sion that could end up be-

ing between life and 

death. The story/script is 

super intricate, like I mean 

really, really intricate, as 

the movie’s runtime is two 

hours and twenty-two 

minutes long. This movie 

takes its sweet time letting 

not only the atmosphere of 

impending doom surround 

you, but its characters’ 

backstories flesh out, so 

that by the time you get to 

the climax, you are able to 

see the bigger picture at 

hand. If you love, or even 

like/admire, Quentin Tar-

antino, then you will love 

this movie, as the whole 

entire film is one big love 

letter homage to all of Tar-

antino’s films. The gore 

alone would warrant 

someone to lean over 

while watching and whis-

per “Wow, they really went 

full Tarantino” (which is a 

good thing in my books). 

The acting is also ex-

tremely superb, Jeff Bridg-

es adds an undeniably 

perfect touch to his char-

acter and his overall story 

arc. This time I am giving 

the designated scene 

stealer to Chris Hems-

worth, who doesn’t neces-

sarily have the most 

screen time, but really im-

pacts each character one 

way or another and gives 

a crazy good performance 

while he’s at it.  

I cannot recom-

mend this movie enough. 

As someone who loves 

Tarantino, this movie does 

it for me. The script, the 

acting, the premise, quite 

literally every scene, they 

all add to this movie. The 

movie might not appeal to 

everyone, most likely due 

to the gore and very intri-

cate, albeit sometimes 

confusing, story, which is 

a shame, because behind 

all of the gore and inter-

twining story lines, is an 

incredibly well-crafted and 

seemingly nonlinear tale 

about redemption and 

fate. Bad Times at the El 

Royale is a good time at 

the movies, please go see 

this one. 

 

MPAA Rating: R 

My Rating: 4/5  

“...the tension 

builds and 

builds, making 

it feel as if 

almost 

anything could 

happen at any 

moment.” 
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ASK KITTY COUGAR 

By: Kara Oatman 

I often hear students talking about 

how little they participate in 

school activities. How can some-

one make the most out of their 

high school career? 

This question is great because eve-

ryone can take something away 

from high school, whether they are 

a freshmen or a senior. The num-

ber one way of making the most of 

high school is getting involved in as 

many things as possible! No matter 

what you are interested in, there 

are various clubs and activities that 

you can join: Environmental, art, 

music, volunteer, and sports clubs 

are plentiful here at HF-L. This is a 

fantastic way to get out of your 

comfort zone and meet people 

from all different grades as well as 

teachers. Another way to make the 

most of high school is exploring 

what your interests are and using 

this time to seize opportunities 

both academically and through ex-

tracurricular activities. You never 

know when you will be able to have 

these opportunities again 

(especially many of them being 

free!!), so do not take this time for 

granted! Get out of your comfort 

zone and try something new! 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do now that it is cold                           

outside? 

Ah yes, the winter is slowing creep-

ing upon us as the temperatures 

start to drop. For many of us up-

state New Yorkers, that means the 

winter blues are just around the 

corner. Not to worry, it is still fall 

and there is plenty of fun things to 

do around the community and 

Rochester area. Though it is al-

ready mid-October, there is still fall 

athletic events going on, such as 

football and soccer. Bring a friend 

and a blanket to go support your 

other Cougars in their games be-

fore the seasons come to an end! It 

is also now spooky season, which 

means that many local farms and 

businesses hold both scary and non

-scary events that everyone can 

enjoy, such as pumpkin carving, 

corn mazes and wagon rides. Some 

of the more well-known locations 

are Stokoe Farm in Scottsville, 

Wickham Farms in Penfield, and 

the Apple Farm in Victor (which has 

apple treats that are to DIE 

for!! Hehe, get it?). The 

options around the area 

are plentiful, so make sure 

you go and support local 

businesses!  

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think about all of the 

Fruit Loops having the same fla-

vor? 

Now this is a hot topic reaching the 

fans of this fruity cereal. I was nev-

er a huge fan of Fruit Loops, but I 

can get heated about what a 

missed opportunity they had with 

the production of it. Having a food-

version of a fruit punch sounds 

great because each bite could give 

you a different hint of fruit depend-

ing on which pieces you had. But 

NO! They wanted to give you the 

same tasting pieces with the ever-

charming Red 40, Blue 1 and Yellow 

6 dyes. The only advice I can give 

you is enjoy the stable Fruit Loops 

flavor or find a new cereal. While 

you’re at it, find something else 

worthwhile to be upset about. 

That is all for this issue of Ask Kitty 

Cougar, please send your burning 

questions to: 

Thecougarpridenews@gmail.com 

By: Victoria J 
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WHAT TO WATCH THIS HALLOWEEN SEASON 

Feature by Dominick Abraham 

New or old, seen it or have yet to watch it, these horrifying hits are sure to make this Halloween much 

more frightening! Watch them in the dark…if you dare (SPOILER FREE). 

MOVIES 

The Evil Dead (1981) - Five friends travel to a cabin in the woods, where they unknowingly release 

flesh-possessing demons (the story is great while the special effects are—well—just watch it to find 

out for yourself).  

Poltergeist (1982) - This Spielberg classic tells the story of a family's home that is haunted by a host 

of ghosts.  

Hocus Pocus (1993) - A snooping youngster moves to Salem, where he has a hard time fitting in be-

fore awakening three witches that were executed in the 17th century (not as scary as the first two…it’s 

a Disney movie for crying-out-loud).  

The Shining (1980) - A family heads to a remote hotel for the winter where a foul spiritual presence 

influences the father into viciousness, while his psychic son sees dreadful premonitions from the past 

and of the future.  

 

TELEVISION/ STREAMING-SERVICE ORIGINALS 

The X-Files (1993- ) - Two F.B.I. Agents, Fox Mulder the believer and Dana Scully the skeptic, inves-

tigate the bizarre and unexplained, while concealed forces work to hinder their efforts (one of my per-

sonal favorites).  

Stranger Things (2016- ) - When a young boy disappears, his mother, a police chief, and his friends 

must defy disturbing forces in order to get him back (this one’s a Netflix original, so if you don’t have 

Netflix, I suggest watching it with a friend who does).  

Are You Afraid of the Dark? (1990-2000) - A group of kids calling themselves "The Midnight Socie-

ty", spend each episode sitting around a campfire exchanging scary stories (Nickelodeon did Goose-

bumps before it was cool, plus, this kids show managed to capture the suspense of actual horror mov-

ies).  

The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina (2018- ) – As her 16th birthday nears, Sabrina must choose be-

tween the witchcraft world of her family and the normal world of her friends (coming October 26th to 

Netflix) (based upon the TV sitcom from the 1990s and the Archie comic of the same name).  
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Your Artwork  

[here]  

Email it to 

 
thecougarpridenews@gmail.com 

 

HEY! 

 

Does this look easy to you!? 

 

Well, it isn’t. But it is both fun and reward-

ing. Insecure about your writing? Don’t worry, 

as long as you enjoy it, this staff is for you. To 

contribute and write about what you’re inter-

ested in, talk to Ms. Tucker in room 221 or 

contact the editor listed to the right.  
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